New adaptive sports program coming to WKU | News | bgdailynews.com 9/8/21, 7:12 AM

Get Your Kidneys Checked

Learn more about eating kidney healthy with our free diet and nutriti
guide.

NephCure Learn M

https://www.bgdailynews.com/news/new-adaptive-sports-program-coming-to-wku/article_efb5d4ce-814b-508d-ae34-402de758c320.html
New adaptive sports program coming to WKU

By JOHN REECER jreecer@bgdailynews.com
Sep 8, 2021

L

Bowling Green Parks & Recreation and WKU Campus Recreation and Wellness are partnering to roll out the university
program for students of all abilities at the Preston Center and at the WKU Intramural Complex on Sunday, Oct. 24, 2021
of the Parks & Rec. Department’s Adaptive Sports Program for special populations in the community. The new sports ¢
several wheelchairs built for basketball and tennis and other equipment for goal ball and baseball. (Grace
Ramey/photo@bgdailynews.com)

Grace Ramey

There are fewer than 30 collegiate adaptive sports programs in the country, but Western
Kentucky University will join that group this fall.

Thanks to a partnership between the Bowling Green Parks & Recreation Department and WKU

Campus Recreation and Wellness, the university will roll out its first sports program for
students of all abilities Oct. 24.
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Events through the new sports club will take place at the Preston Center and the WKU

Intramural Complex. While the number of sports being offered is still being planned, club
president Maddie Duncan said basketball, baseball and tennis will be in the mix.
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The program came to fruition thanks to Duncan and city parks department special populations
instructor Cameron Levis.

Levis, who has helped lead the city parks department’s adaptive sports program, said WKU’s
club will be an extension of the parks department’s work with special populations in the

community.

“We are excited to make an announcement on something we have been working a couple of
years on. With our current adaptive sports program, we serve youth and adults. So, this is that
middle ground to try and serve individuals that want to participate in adaptive sports who are
between high school and the end of their college careers.”

Levis and Duncan worked to make the program an official sports club at WKU, kicking off this
semester.

https://www.bgdailynews.com/news/new-adaptive-sports-program-coming-to-wku/article_efb5d4ce-814b-508d-ae34-402de758c320.html Page 2 of 4


https://bgdailynews.com/tncms/tracking/bannerad/clicks/?rd=www.bgdailynews.com&i=ros/fixed-big-ad-top-asset1/f3434f36-f178-11eb-bc52-4f9a21e0d818&r=https://bginternationalfest.com
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CmnPFr6g4YdjsKpSC9AOr1rnADMiguIRliZu0-o0O3a6aqJEOEAEg3JT1AWDJBqABlN6zuQLIAQKoAwHIA8kEqgSnAk_QAJBCorGUgsV0ECbv5wGC3P0Xfa5WtJWxUOGwzi0Aj4NkD34xvr58RHv_V6zQ_C7e75dfMStMSZ8aw79LDGNPgqaoT0LYdh3Qyiiy4NSe35Qb74vt6Vr4xPyF2Zapy3qqibcI0we779msPiWd7RL_RfvKFPFk7eI7vfSLHIPD4op2xdlq-dzeMjffTOxAcnRCuwnFE-UXEsiow4wBXjK0G0kOM48kAE81YcZDA-pDULAEnB04wlCyJq-59uXWxZ9WGbVq_c79zBpD62W4qXyjq2SIQ93WgRSBI9TvcAPASI1R-gwlMn7g9epVl8frR7upnKCogrsW_6OE1gk7j7NJLuZQs3R8Pda7nRNBugdLDfWrpb2Mon13GHnvwJy5OEi93-nLuErABM6B0f_mA6AGAoAHjM3g2AGoB9XJG6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIBwiIYRABGB-xCdiElyBczooWgAoBmAsByAsBuAwB2BMN0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRo1ppK0KN0hXbV0IKckdOCM03Vtg&sig=AOD64_2tK2X9McTe_CzuDDmlv4V20GPLsg&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=17&adurl=https://www.hawalili.com/collections/men-s-fashion?adp=8869772,8647899,10699769,10837827,9733116,11803888,8014201,12425551,12253659,12528599&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImIDM36zv8gIVFAF9Ch0raw7IEAEYASAAEgIDT_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CK0ZDr6g4YaTkKtKhnAe38bSYB8PMqINlp9q-lroOwKHKw4sOEAEg3JT1AWDJBqAB8YP9lQPIAQKoAwHIA8kEqgSkAk_Qy7ndf6AcTxU53tONpW0ZptNSpOObEhgKMQQu5Ynkp_i3AEluKy2O978WeCPScv_2l7OauBhS6Y2VQP5R-D6XM0iBX_adcRhU4F-gdm8XBm4Zyfqxq5chO08SQHhj95i1FPFi6jGCCzuR4bPEJ3MVyTCk9V8qi_sxScj_7tAhddBVM4xsbLfPj_qFiEZ0BVzMAKpD1MYOXqp3q3PyjJSSKpvd8N244GHG4jBZhj0eO7AvBc7DZxA6_aaF8MlRz6Xq6eIGBhAOGqSKbyrkkgsJ9o10qz4UciN8Bh5MfpAk23wHID1lW_6FaEQ0CRVHj6RqlPNP1SHUV77A5FbigzWJ3hHI2Iae0Qltxwjn71FVja4iaInmEPfSrFr8IVfgqDNgQkjABJyb2a3bA6AGAoAHtK6NggGoB9XJG6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIBwiIYRABGB-xCTa1AD_TWQP9gAoBmAsByAsBuAwB2BMN0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRofKnkpx6X8gy_IZ_Hq_kwUqGcRg&sig=AOD64_3o4p0oaZqSnBFuiV7VqGRRovqbtg&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=17&adurl=https://www.newchic.com/theme-women-fashion-t-368579/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc_ads1&utm_campaign=cnew-wcl-p-cl368579-4c&utm_content=zhouhong&utm_design=138&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI5PfL36zv8gIV0hDnCh23OA1zEAEYASAAEgKJKPD_BwE

New adaptive sports program coming to WKU | News | bgdailynews.com

“There is a lot of implications for what this means for people with disabilities in higher
education,” Levis said. “ ... For us to start something like this is a huge opportunity. It will be the
first of its kind in the state of Kentucky.”

He also said the program will be an important tool for recruiting students of all abilities to WKU.
Levis highlighted a study from the University of Michigan that estimates more than 62,000
individuals under age 18 in the U.S. were involved with adaptive sports.

With there being fewer than 30 collegiate adaptive sports programs in the country, Levis said

this is an opportunity for WKU.

“We are excited to add another program this fall, and hopefully one of those people looking for
an adaptive sports will come to a great university that is WKU,” he said. “This will give a reason
for individuals to come to this school. The impact of this program will go far beyond anything

either of us can imagine for years to come.”
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Duncan acted as the main liaison and point person between the parks department, where she is
finishing up her internship, and WKU, where she is a student.

She said the idea came out of her love for working with the community through the parks
department’s adaptive sports events.

“I think it is a really important program because it will open up a whole new section of people
who may not be able to get off campus,” Duncan said. “This will bridge to gap for them, and open
up a whole new population we can hit. I'm looking forward to introducing it to a new group of
people who haven’t seen it.”

The new sports club currently has several wheelchairs built for basketball and equipment for
goal ball and baseball. She also recently wrote a grant with the U.S. Tennis Association to secure

funding for additional tennis equipment.

On Oct. 24, organizers will showcase the sports being offered to students this semester. The
event will be at the Preston Center.

While Duncan is set to graduate in December, it’s her goal to make sure the program gets off the

ground and has a strong start.

“I think everybody is really excited to get a program like this on campus,” she said.
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New adaptive sports program coming to WKU | News | bgdailynews.com

To start a sports club at WKU, an adviser who works full-time on campus must endorse and
watch over the club. That’s where Matt Davis, assistant director of the Student Accessibility
Resource Center, comes into the picture.

Davis grew up in Bowling Green with a condition called spina bifida, which causes him to
regularly use a wheelchair.

He said he formerly had to go as far as Nashville to get involved with adaptive sports, but now
the new sports club and parks department programs have localized accessible activities.

“It’s really exciting to see these programs come together,” Davis said. “If you are physically
active, it helps you mentally as well. That’s big for those that are disabled. We just want students
to get involved in these programs. You don’t have to have a disability to get involved.”

Davis said anyone interested in the program can contact him at matt.davisewku.edu or Levis at
270-393-3265. Additional information can be found by contacting Campus Recreation and

Wellness.

- Follow reporter John Reecer on Twitter @JReecerBGDN or visit bgdailynews.com.

— Follow reporter John Reecer on Twitter @ JReecerBGDN or visit bgdailynews.com.

John Reecer

https://www.bgdailynews.com/news/new-adaptive-sports-program-coming-to-wku/article_efb5d4ce-814b-508d-ae34-402de758c320.html
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